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Foreword

It is a great moment of fulfillment for me to see
Kavyodyana published. Because this small collection
is like a treasure full of superior gems. Here we have
Muktakas, Samasyapurti verses, devotional poems
like Suprabhatam to various gods, short poems and
playlets.

The poet Mahamahopadhyaya N. Ranganatha
Sharma is a renowned scholar in vyakarana shastra
who has guided the speak samskrit movement that
took its origin in Karnataka.

Sri Ranganatha Sharma's rendering of Ramayana
is the most authentic and beautiful translation even
today. Though many translations and abridged
versions of the Ramayana have come up the one given
by our vyakarana Prof. remains the best work both
for its accurate translation and chaste style. The
spirit of the original flow and force is reflected in the
kannada rendering making it the most readable and
popular kannada version of Valmiki Ramayana.

As a pandit in the Kannada Sahitya Parishad,
Bangalore, he edited a number of kannada
manuscripts of great value.

At the advanced age of 92 Prof. Sharma is not
keeping good health. It is my good luck that I got the
opportunity to initiate the present volume and
establish contact with the Rastriya Samskrit
Samsthan. Despite his failing health and eye sight he
has gone through the proofs himself. For me he is a
living example of the inspiring upanishad vani,
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We are very grateful to Rashtriya Samskrit
Samsthan, New-Delhi, for the financial support they
have extended to print this work.

It is my bounden duty to thank Vidwan
Janardana Hegde of Samskrita Bharati, Bangalore,
who was kind enough to extend his timely help in
bringing out this publication.

I offer my heartfelt pranams to vid. Sheshachala
Sharma for his guidance. I also take pleasure in
remembering Shatavadhani Dr. R. Ganesh for his
affectionate enquiries regarding the publication. He
is a great admirer of Prof. Sharma and has written a
biography of the scholar in kannada by name Vani
vahana, which has been already published.

Vagartha printers, Bangalore are the well-known
printers who undertake Sanskrit work primarily.
They deserve our appreciation for printing
Kavyodyana neatly.

10-01-2009 Dr.S.R. Leela
Bangalore M.L.C., Govt. of Karnataka
Formerly Prof. & H.O.D. of Sanskrit
N.M.K.R.V. College for Women, Bangalore
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Author - Prof. N. Ranganatha Sharma

Vid. N. Ranganath Sharma was born in Nadahalli, Shimoga
District, Karnataka in the year 1916. He is 92 years old and
is living in Bangalore in his grandson’s house. Prof. Sharma is a
great scholar highly respected for his depth of knowledge in
Vyakarana Sastra and Vedanta Sastra. His association with
Samskrita Bharati has given respectability to the oraganization.
He has guided the Sanskrit Prasara work undertaken by Samskrita
Bharati and supported their work with his in-depth knowledge
of Sanskrit language and Grammar. He is also a poet of
considerable merit.

He served as Vyakaranacharya in the Chamarajendra Sanskrit
College, Bangalore and has taught a number of sincere and
serious students of Vyakaranasastra. His in-dept knowledge of
Kannada language is well made use of by the Kannada Sahitya
Parishat and other institutions of repute. He has translated several

Sanskrit classics into Kannada which are considered the most
authentic of their kind. We may mention the following works.

Valmiki Aamdyana all the 7 kandas. in 8 volumes.

2. Visnu Purana in 2 volumes, pub. by Ramakrishna Matha,
Bangalore.

3 Sri Sankara Digvijaya in 2 vols.

4 Bhagavatam - 10th, 11th & 12th skandas.

5. Srutisarasamuddharana of Sri Totakacharya

6. Mindikyopanisat with Sri Gowda Pada’s Karika.

7 Paricadasi of Sri Vidyaranya muni.

8

9

Wyasatatparyanirnaya
Viakyapadiya of Bhartruhari (Brahmakanda, Kriya and Kala
Samuddesha).
10. Amarakosa - all the three kandas with tika.
12. Sri Sarikara Sukti Manihara (Translation of select quotations
from Sri Shankara Bhashya). \
13. Sri Sarikara Caritamrtam.
14. Guruparamparacharitam

15. Taittiriyopanishat.
16. Gitasaptaka.



Indipendent Works in Kannada

1. Manava Dharma Sastra mattu Mahileyaru.
Vyakarana Shastrada Parivara.

Hubballiya Siddhapurusa - Siddharadharu.

Sri Rama Katha Manjari.

Valivadha Prasanga.

Ramayanada Nalku Patragalu.

Valmiki munigala Hasyapravrutti.

Astikaparva.

Sandarbhastkti (This is a collection of Sanskrit proverbs
with explanation)

Vyasarahasya - explanation of some kitaslokas.

PENaGAWN

—
e

Prof. Ranganatha Sharma was the president of the Translation
Board at Kannada Sahitya Parishad. He edited and translated
13 ancient Kannada works into modern Kannada. The most
important being Pampa’s Adi Purana. All the 13 works are
published by Kannada Sahitya Parishad, Bangalore.

Total number of works written by Prof. Sharma is about 80
including compositions in Sanskrit.

Awards and honours

Vidwan Sharma is honoured by the Govt. of Karnataka,
Govt. of India, Sringeri Matha, Swarnavalli Matha and many
other institutions and individuals for his scholarship and
contribution to Indian Literary Heritage. Following is a brief list
of the awards conferred on Vidwan Sharma.

: 05 President’s Award.
2. Mahamahopadhyaya by Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapitha.

Tirupati.

3. Vidyavacaspati by Darbhanga Kendriya Sanskrit Vidyapitha,
Bihar.

4. Pandita Ratnam by Sri Pejawar Swamiji, Udupi.

5. Pandita Raja by Swarnavalli Swamiji, Sonda.

6. Rajyotsava Prashasti, Karnataka.

7. Eight awards in the names of great scholars such as

Sediyapu Krishna Bhatta, Dr. D.V. Gundappa, De.Ra.Je.
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T - A Brief Introduction

El‘Tlg*"l‘él'ﬂ'l""l'q\is a collection of all the Sanksirt Compositions of
Mahamahopadhyaya Vyakaranacharya Sri N. Ranganatha Sharma.
This is truly a garden full of plants and colourful flowers fashioned

by the poet. This collection has got three parts.

The first part begins with Vagdevata stuti and consists of the
short compositions written from time to time like Eﬁﬁ%m

ARITHFA, WAHAT, JAcq:, TUIHIG:, JHHIA, wrg_'qﬁ.,
IFPF?N, ‘ﬁmww, three W poems and others totaling about

250 verses in different meters.

The second part has two short plays namely Ekachakram and
Bahubalivijayam. Ekachakram as the name makes it obvious, is a
play based on the significant episode of Bakasura Vadha from the
Adiparva of the Mahabharata.

Bakasura the man-eater had struck a treaty with the king of
the city of the Ekachakra to get a cart full of eatables along with
a human being daily for his food. When the pandavas along with
their mother Kunti camped in the city, Bhima was advised by Kunti
Devi to save the family which had sheltered them. Bhima was
delighed at the advise of his mother and vanquished the asura with
ease to set free the whole city of Ekachakra from the clutches of
the demon.

Bakasura Vadha is the significant event that takes place in
the play Ekachakra. The play is written in a simple and beautiful
style and is enacted several times. It was also produced by
Doordarshan, Bangalore, for its weekly programme Sanskrit
Sourabha.

I am very happy to submit that | had the privilege of playing
the role of Kunti Devi in this Drama. Abhinaya Bharati, Bangalore,
the only Sanskrit Drama troupe had enacted this play several times.
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Bahubalivijayam, is a play in four acts that sketches the life
and personality of the legendary hero of Jaina tradition. The play
highlights the extraordinary human qualities of the lead character,
who gave up his kingdom to rule over the vast empire of Moksha
Samrajya!

The play was written on the invitation of the Jain pontiff
Charukirti Bhattacharya of the Matt at Sravana Belagola. The
occasion was the 1000th Mahamastakabhiseka Utsava of the grand
monolithic structre of Bahubali at Sravana Belagola, in the state of
Karnataka. The play was enacted during the celebrations. It may
be noted that there are very few plays on Bahubali.

The third section consists of one Khandakavya namely
Shankara charitamrutam, with about 250 verses. This is a short
poem sketching the life and achievements of the great Advaitacharya
Sri Shankara Bhagavatpada. The whole poem is written in Anushtup
meter and is an abridged version of the Shankara digvijaya by Sri
Vidyaranya Muni. Shankara charitimrutam is commendable for its
easy flow and poetic merit.

The Suprabhatam compositions in the first part are for the
deities Sri Subrahmanyaswami, Sri Ramachandra and for Sri
Gommateshwara. The last one is the first of its kind. Our author
was requested by the Swamiji of Sravana Belagola Matt to compose
a suprabhatam as there was no suprabilatam for lord
Gommateshwara. It is written in 8 meters. Harini, Sardalavikridita,
Malini, also find place besides the most popular meter Vasantatilaka.

Kavyodyanam is a brilliant testimony to the poetic abilities of
Prof. Sharma.

10-01-2009 Dr. S.R. Leela

Bangalore Managing Trustee, Abhinaya Bharati
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Born in 1916 at Nadahalli village, Shivamogga
Dist. Karnataka, Vidwan N. Ranganatha Sharma

has authored about eighty books in Sanskrit and in

Kannada. His writings include independent works,

translations, commentaries and expositions.
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