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About Adi Shankara Bhagavatpada

Jawaharlal Nehru
(Discovery of India, p. 190)

"Born in Malabar in the far south of India, he travelled
incessantly all over India, meeting innumerable people arguing,
debating, reasoning, covincing and filling them with a part of
his own passion and tremendous vitality .... In a brief life of
thirty-two years he did the work of many long lives and left
such an impress of his powerful mind and rich personality on

India that it is very evident to-day...."

Padmabhushan Sri Baldev Upadhyaya

(Professor, Banaras Hindu University and Varanaseeya Sampurnanand Sanskrit
University. Director-Research Institute Varanasi, Sahityacharya, Eminent Scholar)

"When this holy land of Bharat was sinking in the quagmire of
non-vedic sects, when the black monster of immorality,
malpractices and misbehaviour encircled Bharat on all the four
sides, when from one end to the other end the whole of
Bharat fell into the clutches of lethargy and indolence, then
happened the auspicious arrival of Acharya Shankara in this
country. When the flame of religiosity was at the brink of
extinction in front of the dust storm of vanity and was
counting its final moments Acharya Shankara saved it from
getting extinguished ....In the whole world Shankara is

completely identified with unity, integrity and religiosity of
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this vast and great country Bharat and for us, even today, the
dignity of his profound scholarship and the importance of

diligence is a great trust - a great achievement"

Dr. Rajendra Prasad,

(Former President of India, a Scholar )

"Swami Shankaracharya was that great religious reacher and
reformer who took the world by storm with his dynamic
personality subduing all opposition and difficulties. He covered
the entire country from south to north.... and gave the ancient
religion of the land founded by the Rishis, a new lease of life
undertaking his self-imposed mission of resuscitating the Vedic

Dharma...."

Dr. S. Radhakrishnan,

(Former President of India, and mternationally renowned scholar and Philosopher)
He (Shankara) is a philosopher and a poet, a savant and a
saint, a mystic and a religious reformer.... There have been

few minds more universal than his"

Margaret Noble

(Sister Nivedita)

'...Western people can hardly imagine a personality like that
of Shankaracharya. We contemplate with wonder and delight
the devotion of Francis of Assisi, the intellect of Abelard, the
virile force and freedom of Martin Luther and the political
efficiency of Ignatius Loyala, but who could imagine all those

united in one person?

Arthur Isenberg -

'Adwaita Vedanta of Sankara provides a complete philosophical
and conceptual frame work within which the findings of
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advanced modern Physical Science can be placed without
stress or tear .... Sankara's philosophy is assuredly worth
studying; the appeal of which became far greater with
Einstein's discovery that matter and energy are
interchangeable.... we must realise that Sankara must for ever
be numbered among the wisest sons, not of mother India

alone, but of all mankind'.

Rev. ). F. Pessein

Great credit is due to Sankara and his school for having fought
strenuously against the upholders of self existence of the
material world and brought the whole universe under the
sway of God to whom it owes not only its organisation but
also its very being. Sankara understood that the independent
existence of another being would imply limitation of God.

Dr. Paul Deussen

The system of the Vedanta, as founded on the Upanishads
and Vedanta Sutras and accompanied by Sankara's
commentaries on them - equal in rank to plato and Kant - is
one of the most valuable products of genius of mankind in his
researches of the eternal truth - philosophical conceptions
unequalled in India or perhaps or anywhere also in the
world.... Eternal philosophical truth has seldom found more
decisive and striking expression than in the doctrine of the
emancipating knowledge of the Atma -

Romain Rolland :

The only religion that can have any hold on the intellectual
people is the rationalistic religion of Adwaita.
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10. E. W. F. Tomlin :

With Sankara we have to do with a philosopher of very
different calibre; infact we have with one of the greatest of
all philosophers, whose work ought to be better known in the

occident than it is.

(Some of the opinions mentioned above are taken from the book
Acharya Sri Sankara's Advent,
edited by Sri. V. Raj Gopal Sharma with gratitude)
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